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Rehab Programs Update

SCDP HOMEOWNER

32 applications taken and processed
32 inspected including lead inspections
24 projects complete

3 in progress

5 getting bids

SCDP COMMERCIAL

6 applications taken and processed

6 inspected

4 projects complete

1 in progress

1 applicant withdrew - unable to get owner’s match

MHFA REHAB LOAN PROGRAM
Two applications funded in 2014 and completed.

ATTACHMENT

Two applications in process. One loan closed and work will begin soon. Second one still bidding. Sent out one

new application.

SSRP - SCATTERED SITE REPLACEMENT PROGRAM
All three homes demolished. Two lots sold to Habitat.

CROSBY SCDP

Environmental review in progress. City signing Grant Agreement and other documents June 22. Will start

processing homeowner applications in July.
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ATTACHMENT

To: Brainerd HRA Board Members

From: Jennifer Bergman, Executive Director

Date: June 17,2015

Re: Authorize Letter of Support to Designate the Mississippi River as a Regionally Significant Park

The City of Brainerd will be submitting an application to the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails
Commission (GMRPTC) to designate the Mississippi River from Highway 210 to Buffalo Creek in the City of
Brainerd as a regionally significant park. Attachment 6a provides some additional information about this
designation.

Ultimately, this designation will make the City eligible for Legacy Funds in the future for the Riverfront. The
City Council authorized the submission of the application to GMRPTC at their June 15" meeting.

The City is asking for letters of support from agencies, individuals, and business owners. | have attached a
draft letter of support (see Attachment 6b).

Action Requested: Authorize the Executive Director to provide a letter of support on behalf of the
Brainerd HRA to designate this area as a regionally significant park.
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6a

NOTICE: Application for Regional Designation Workshops

Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission

To: Park/Trail and Outdoor Recreation Managers, City/County Administrators, Land Commissioners, and %

REGISTER AT: http://www.eventbrite.com/o/gmrptc-8060574801 ‘(:l

others responsible for regional-level parks and trails in greater Minnesota.

What: This workshop will inform park and trail facility managers about the criteria for designation as a Regional Park or

=]

c
~poRZ

=

Trail through the GMRPTC and how to complete the NEW web-based application requesting designation.

Why: This application process gives all cities, townships, and counties in Greater Minnesota equal opportunity to

request a that a park or trail be formally designated as being regionally significant. Regional designation by the GMRPTC
is required prior to recommendation for Legacy Parks & Trails funding by the Commission. In submitting the application,

it is presumed that all applicants are familiar with the pertinent provisions of the following documents:

e District Planning Committee Operating Guidelines (legacy.leg.mn/gmrptc)

e Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Strategic Plan [Chapter 3] (legacy.leg.mn/gmrptc/reports)

When and Where: Attend the location for your District if possible; if not, please attend at a different location with

a more convenient date. Door open one half hour prior to the start of the workshop. Please register at the Eventbrite

link at the top of the page.

District 2
9:30-12:00 Noon, May 12
NW Minnesota Foundation
201 3" St NW
Bemidji, MN 56601

District 3
1:30 - 4:00 PM, May 5
West Central Initiative
1000 Western Ave
Fergus Falls, MN 56538

District 5
9:30-12:00 Noon, May 14
Springfield Community Ctr
33 S Cass Ave
Springfield, MN 56087

2

population 305,239

1

| population 353,253

population 363,585

‘-J?...,, i
J {
14
pepulation |
530493 "t
-
Jf
= | Metro
g \A; 2.]_1._;"" I

population 387,104 " population 494684

ATTACHMENT

District 1
1:30 - 4:00 PM, May 18
Hermantown Public Safety
5105 maple Grove Rd
Hermantown, MN 55811

District 4
9:30-12:00 Noon, May 6
Robert Ney Memorial Park
5212 73" St NW
Maple Lake, MN 55358

District 6
9:30-12:00 Noon, May 15
RCTC Heintz Center, HB117
1926 Collegeview Road SE
Rochester, MN 55904

Questions? Please see the attached FAQ sheet for more information. Still have questions? Contact System Plan

Coordinator Joe Czapiewski at joe@jfcstrategicservices.com or 218-556-3651.

o
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Greater Minnesota Regional Parks & Trails Commission
Regional Designation Application Process
FAQ

Q: What is the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks & Trails Commission (GMRPTC)?

A: The Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission was established in 2013. It undertakes system planning
and provides recommendations to the legislature for projects funded by the Legacy Parks and Trails Fund for parks and
trails of regional significance in counties and cities outside the seven-county metropolitan area.

Q: What does it mean to be “Regionally Designated?” ‘gg’?
A: After considerable public and legislative involvement, MN Statute 85.536 established the GMRPTC ! ’
and the criteria that set the standard for high-quality regional parks and trails across Greater
Minnesota. Only those facilities that apply for evaluation are scored by the Evaluation Team and Ei
considered for selection by the Commission to become part of the statewide system plan, then CLEAN
becoming eligible for funding recommendations by the GMRPTC. WATER
LAND &
Q: Why would | want our park or trail to be “Regionally Designated?” IE(‘;:I'&I(F:‘:

A: Achieving regional designation shows that your publicly-owned facility meets a very high standard

for natural-resource based outdoor recreation and is a part of a regional system across Greater Minnesota. While not
required, it also makes you eligible for the Regional Parks and Trails Legacy funding program. It is estimated that at least
S8 million per year will be available for parks and trails across Minnesota that become part of the system plan.

Q: How can | tell if my park or trail might qualify as a regional facility?

A: Whether your park or trail is complete, a concept on paper, or somewhere in between, it is the facility’s potential for
quality outdoor recreation that counts. Chapter 3 of the GMRPTC Strategic Plan details the criteria used to evaluate
three classes of facilities — large Natural Resource-based Parks, Special Recreational Feature Parks, and Trails. Take the
time to compare your facilities against the very specific criteria before you decide to apply. The Strategic Plan can be
found at http://www.legacy.leg.mn/gmrptc/reports.

Q: Who reviews the applications and determines regional eligibility?

A: A five member panel of skilled, independent evaluators, known as the Evaluation Team (ETeam), ranks the
applications according to each one’s potential to score well against the established criteria. If an application ranks well,
additional information (a Unit Master Plan) is requested and a complete scoring evaluation is completed. Those scores
are then forwarded to the GMRPTC, which reviews the scores, other information, and input from our District Planning
Committees to determine which facilities will become part of the statewide system plan.

Q: How competitive is the evaluation process?
A: This is not strictly a competitive process. The GMRPTC’s goal is to establish a system of high quality regional parks and
trails in Greater Minnesota.

Q: Where can | learn more about the web-based application for regional designation?
A: The best way is to attend the Application Workshop. One will be held in each district, at a time and location listed on
the first page of this notice. Please register at http://www.eventbrite.com/o/gmrptc-8060574801, as space is limited.

Q: What if | can’t make it to the application workshop?
A: Feel free to attend a workshop in a nearby district if that time works better for you. If you can’t make that, there will
be an online tutorial available on our website after the workshops have been completed.

Q: What if | have more questions?
A: Please contact a Commissioner for your district (info at http://www.legacy.leg.mn/gmrptc/members), or System Plan
Coordinator Joe Czapiewski at joe@jfcstrategicservices.com or 218-556-3651.

ATTACHMENT
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June 9, 2015

Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission
Al Lieffort, Chair

802 Jefferson Street

Alexandria, MN 56308

Dear Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission:

This letter represents our support for the City of Brainerd’s application to Greater Minnesota Regional
Parks and Trails Commission (GMRPTC) to designate the Mississippi River from Highway 210 to Buffalo
Creek in the City of Brainerd as a regionally significant park. This GMRPTC designation is needed to be
eligible for State of Minnesota Legacy funds.

Over the past two (2) years, a thirty plus (30+) member Brainerd City Council appointed steering
committee created the Mississippi River Partnership Plan (the Plan) “master plan” for this area. The Plan
is a framework to guide future riverfront planning and design as our community continues onto the next
phase of the Plan implementation.

Plan implementation is based on an approved Vision Plan with planning principles that:

e Honor the Mississippi River as an irreplaceable, natural, cultural and economic resource

e Understand the benefits to local area citizens and also the benefit visitors

e Encourage continued support and vitality of existing commercial enterprises

e Include multiple modes of transportation/circulation

e Preserve and enhance ecological health of the river system

e Share the river plan for a mix of uses while developing in a sensitive manner

o Keep the current public ownership of riverfront lands and retain Cities' right of development
review and approval

e Promote partnerships between public agencies, private land owners, developers, special user
groups, and interested citizens

e Commit to ongoing, meaningful public dialogue

The Plan creates a riverfront park that will offer a multitude of amenities and activities for our residents
and the region. Three (3) unique and connected riverfront park areas will be established. The southern
area is an undeveloped riverfront area that will remain a natural area, the central area will be an active
and passive riverfront park and the northern area an urban waterfront designed for social gatherings,
festivals, art and culture activities and to better connect our Downtown to the river. River use for
canoeing, kayaking and fishing is also an important part of Plan implementation.

We could not be more excited about what creating this riverfront park can mean for our community. It
can be a foundation of City rebirth for our residents and for our City to become a destination to live, work
and play. After reviewing the Plan, we are confident the GMRPTC will vote to designate this area a
regionally significant park.

Thank you.

Jennifer Bergman
Executive Director

ATTACHMENT
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